
 
  
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

April 28, 2008 
 
Hon. Gavin Newsom    San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
Mayor, City and County of San Francisco City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 200 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102    San Francisco, CA 94102 
 
 Re: Proposed Combustion Turbine Power Plants in  
  Southeast San Francisco 
 
Dear Mayor Newsom and Supervisors: 
 
We write to urge the City of San Francisco to abandon its plan to build new fossil fuel-
burning power plants amongst its environmental justice communities.  With 
overwhelming evidence that some or all of the 200 megawatts of new generation called 
for under the power plant proposal are unnecessary to replace the aging Mirant Potrero 
Power Plant it is both environmentally unjust and ecologically irresponsible to approve 
the construction of these new power plants. 
 
We call upon you, Mayor Newsom and the Board of Supervisors, to support the creation 
of a power plant-free action plan to close the Potrero Plant by increasing San Francisco’s 
reliance on renewable energy and ending its dependence on fossil fuels. 
 
California Independent System Operator (Cal-ISO) staff are on record as stating that the 
under-construction 400 megawatt Trans Bay Cable transmission line reduces the need for 
local generation to replace Potrero, and as recently as April 11, 2008 Cal-ISO asserted its 
willingness to review an action plan that replaces the need for natural gas combustion 
turbines with environmentally sound alternatives selected by the City. 
 
San Francisco must not construct any amount of unnecessary fossil fuel energy 
generation, especially amongst its most disadvantaged and environmentally vulnerable 
communities, at a time when we must act to reduce our overall greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
Please take a bold step forward and table the outdated power plant proposal in favor of the 
creation of a truly revolutionary plan for a renewable energy future for San Francisco and 
the planet. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
John Rizzo      Van Jones  
Sierra Club     Green For All 



 
 
 
Egon Terplan     Aaron Lehmer 
San Francisco Planning and Urban Research Ella Baker Center for Human Rights 
 
 
        
Joshua Arce     James Fine, Ph.D. 
Brightline Defense Project   Environmental Defense Fund 
 
 
 
Eric Brooks     Nora Vargas   
San Francisco Green Party   Latino Issues Forum 
Our City 
 
 
 
Luke Cole       Espanola Jackson 
Center on Race, Poverty & the Environment  Bayview-Hunters Point 
 
 
Bradley Angel & Marie Harrison   Barbara George 
Greenaction for Health and Environmental Justice Women’s Energy Matters 
 
 
Willie and Mary Ratcliff mesha Monge-Irizarry 
San Francisco Bayview Newspaper Idriss Stelley Foundation 
 
 
Tessie Ester     Henry Clark 
Huntersview Mothers Committee for   Environmental Justice Air Quality  
Health and Environmental Justice Coalition 



To: Hon. Gavin Newsom, Mayor, City and County of San Francisco 
 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
Aaron Peskin, President 

 Jake McGoldrick 
 Michela Alioto-Pier 
 Carmen Chu 
 Ross Mirkarimi 
 Chris Daly 
 Sean Elsbernd 
 Bevan Dufty 
 Tom Ammiano 
 Sophie Maxwell 
 Gerardo Sandoval 
 
Cc: San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 

Ann Moller Caen, President 
 E. Dennis Normandy, Vice President 
 Ambassador Richard Sklar 
 David Hochschild 
 Francis X. Crowley 

Edward M. Harrington, General Manager 
 
Dennis Herrera, City Attorney, City and County of San Francisco 

 


